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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 



CBS INC., a corporation, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

EDWARD M. DAVIS, etc. , 
et al. , 

Respondents. 
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NO. C 131722 

DECLARATION OF DION G. MORROW 
IN OPPOSITION TO PETITION 



} | 



DION G. MORROW, under the penalties of perjury, deposes 
and states: 

1. I am an attorney at law, licensed to practice in 
Caliiomia, and I am an Assistant City Attorney in the City of 

Los Angeles. I appear before the Court representing the Respondents 
in this matter. I make 'this declaration to inform the Court of 
certain facts regarding the material sought to be disclosed by the 
Petition herein. 

2. I have inspected the investigative files of theLos 
Angeles Police Department relating to the assassination of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy. The Los Angeles Police Department has four filing 
cabinets of material that was accumulated during the investigation 

of the Kennedy assassination. Three of these filing cabinets are 
four-drawer cabinets, the fourth is a five-drawer filing cabinet, 
rhe five-drawer filing cabinet contains two "half" drawers which 
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contain index cards. These index cards are in alphabetical order 
according to the last name of the individual, or the name of the 
business, or the M lead M involved. The index cards contain summaries 
of interviews, and references to where the full information can be 
found. The other drawers of the filing cabinets contain material 
as follows: . ( 

a. Written material in files. This written 
material consists of interviews, records and other 
documents. It also includes transcripts of the 
Grand Jury proceedings in the indictment of 
Sirhan B. Sirhan, and various police investigative 
reports. Among these reports are numerous documents 
on forms of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

On numerous of the forms of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation,- there appears in writing a statement 
to the effect that the material is the property of 
the F.B.I., loaned to a local police agency on the 
understanding that it will be kept confidential 
and not released to the public. 

b. Among the written material are numerous 
arrest reports, both F.B.I. and C.I.I., school 

' • records', medical and health records. 

c. In the filing cabinets there are 
photcfgraphs . The photographs include scenes of 
the rally at the Ambassador Hotel the night 
Kennedy was shot. They also include numerous 
other~"photographs of other places. Some of these 
photographs were apparently taken by police 
photographers, and other photographs were apparently 
taken by citizens who tendered them to the Los 
Angeles Police Department. Among the ' photographs 

i 

is a full set of autopsy photographs of Senator 
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Kennedy. Also included are various x-rays and 
diagrams . 

d. Also included are certain video tape 
recordings. I have not seen the material on 
these video tape recordings, but I was informed 
that they consist of television interviews, and 
the like. 

e. Also included are numerous tape 
recordings. I did not hear these tape recordings, 
but they are all labeled. I was informed that they 
contain transcription of interviews of various 
persons conducted by the investigative team. 

f. Also included are some physical objects 
collected by the police during the course of the 
investigation. 

g. Also included are two printed copies 
of the 10-volume Investigative Summary of the 
Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, and a typed 
"master" of the said Summary. 

h. Also included is a copy of the case 
presentation workup. This consists of documents, 
reports, memoranda and photographs. 

i. Also included are overtime records, time 

} 

sheets-, and various internal control documents of 
the Los Angeles Police Department including 
receipts for expenditures. 

3. In addition to the four filing cabinets of material 
accumulated during the investigation of the Kennedy assassination, 
there is a fifth filing cabinet- containing three drawers of material. 
This material was accumulated since Special Unit Senator was disbanded 
in Spring of 1969. It includes communications, interviews, and 
material that has been collected from time to time since 1969. 
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4. Each of the filing cabinets has a steel strap welded or 
riveted to its si.de, and a hasp and padlock. Each filing cabinet, 

on each occasion I have ever seen it, was locked with this padlock. 
The keys ’were obtained from the Chief ' of the Detective Bureau. The 
filing cabinets are kept in one of the Detective Bureau offices at 
Parker Center. .... 

5. I have read most of the contents of the 10-volume 
Summary referred to hereinabove. I have examined all of said 
Summary. The Summary contains the following material: 

a. A narrative recitation of the police 
department findings of the facts of the 
assassination. 

b. A narrative recitation of the various- 
investigations made by the L.A.P.D. into possible 
conspiracy . charges and theories which name the 
names of individuals investigated, and specify 
certain personal and private information regarding 
those individuals. 

c. References to arrest, including juvenile 
offenses, and other offenses of various individuals • 
investigated by Special Unit Senator. • 

d. Medical information, including mental 
health information about persons who were 
investigated. 

e. 'Some school records. 

f. Information given to the Los Angeles 
Police Department by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and other investigative agencies 
which is marked confidential not to be released 
to the public. 

g. Information which, purportedly, was 
given to investigators of the L.A.P.D. by 
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informants who were promised that the information 
would be kept confidential. . 

h. Conclusions and opinions of investigators 
regarding the morality, honesty, truthfulness and 
trustworthiness of certain individuals who were 
investigated or mentioned. 

i. Copies of the various reports including 
the autopsy report into the death of Robert’ F. 

Kennedy, arrest reports, evidence reports, 
analyzed evidence reports, booking records, 
telephone logs at Rampart police station,, police 
financial data and work records. 

j . A tenth volume which consists of an 
Index of the names of people mentioned in the 
Summary . 

k. Copies of photographs. 

6. The narrative portions of the 'Summary are conclusions 

drawn from the investigation. These narratives, unless accepted at 

face value, would have to be checked through the files themselves to 

be verified. For example ( - a single sentence in the Summary might 

refer to several interviews and investigations which led the 

investigative team to conclude with the sentence. Unless a reader 

.were willing to accept the conclusion of the sentence unquestionably, 

the sentence wqiild have had no value to the reader. The reader 

would still have to check the files to verify the conclusion drawn 

by the investigator. j 

i 

7. The manner in which the Summary is written would make : 
extremely difficult the removal from the narrative portions of 

i . • 

material which is privileged or which should not be disclosed pursuant, 
to law. A censor would have to "blue pencil" literally words from 



sentences, sentences from paragraphs, and paragraphs from pages in 
order to accomplish that result. For example, in one paragraph the 
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narrative may discuss a particular individual. The paragraph may 
commence with the identification of that individual, including date 
of birth and residence and other personal information. The 
paragraph may then continue to summarize that individual's arrest 
record or contacts with the law, then proceed to a discussion of the 
individual's apparent work record, and the opinion in which persons 
in the individual's community appear to hold that person. Then, there, 
may be information detailing the investigation of that person and 
then a conclusion by the investigator regarding the trustworthiness 
of this individual or their position in the' investigation. It would 
be extremely difficult. to excise the material which could be released 
to the public without doing harm to various persons from those 
portions which could not. 

8. I am aware of the provisions of Section 6259 of the 
Gov. C. I am also aware that that section provides that, "The 
Court shall decide the case after examining the record in camera." 

As appears more clearly from the points and authorities filed on 
behalf of Respondents, it is our position that the Court must first 
determine that the documents are "public . records" under the Public 
Record Act and then determine that they are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to 6254(a) or (f) before any examination of the documents 
themselves would be justified. 

9. I respectfully direct the Court's attention to the 
Order to Show .Cause herein r The Order to Show Cause does not 
require Respondents to produce, for inspection by the Court, the 
material which the Petition seeks to obtain. Further, by reason of 
the quantity of the material involved, it would not be practical for 
Respondents to attempt to bring this material into the courtroom. 
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10. Respondents, I am informed, stand ready, willing and 
able to obey any final order of any Court of competent jurisdiction 
in this matter. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct. 

Executed at Los Angeles, California, on August 27, 1975. 






/ 



DION G. MORROW 
Attorney for Respondents 
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